DOCKET NUMEER FILED DATE & TIME
26-0000041 0371272026 12:04 PM M5T

FILED WITH NMPRC

BEFORE THE NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE
COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO’S
APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY
TO CONSTRUCT, OWN, AND OPERATE THE
RIO PUERCO TO PAJARITO TO
PROSPERITY 345 KV TRANSMISSION
PROJECT

DOCKET No. 26-0000041

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW
MEXICO, APPLICANT

N N N N N N N N ' '

PROCEDURAL ORDER

THIS MATTER comes before Jocelyn Barrett and Keven Gedko, co-hearing examiners
for the New Mexico Public Regulation Commission (“Commission’), upon the above-captioned
Application, the Commission’s Order Appointing Co-Hearing Examiners issued in this docket on
March 3, 2026, and the Commission’s Rules of Procedure 1.2.2.24 and 1.2.2.29 NMAC. Being
duly informed, the Hearing Examiners FIND and CONCLUDE:

1. On February 26, 2026, Public Service Company of New Mexico (“PNM?”) filed its
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CCN”) to construct, own and
operate three new segments of transmission line connecting the Rio Puerco to Pajarito to Prosperity
345 kV stations in the Albuquerque area and to expand and upgrade the related station facilities
(the “Project”). PNM’s Application also requests that the Commission authorize a right-of-way
(“ROW?”) width of 150 feet, greater than 100 feet. The Project consists of the following:

e Construction of approximately 35 miles of new 345 kV transmission line connecting
PNM’s Rio Puerco (which is northwest of Rio Rancho) and Pajarito (which is southwest
of Albuquerque) 345 kV stations

e Expansion of the Rio Puerco and Pajarito 345 kV stations to accommodate the new 345 kV
transmission line terminations
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e Within the existing Prosperity station boundaries, constructing a 345 kV station with a four-
breaker ring configuration (expandable to breaker-and-a-half), which will include 345/115
kV transformation

e An approximately 0.47-mile transmission line extension linking an existing 345 kV line
from Pajarito to the new Prosperity 345 kV station

e Connection of the existing 345 kV Pajarito-Sandia line into the Prosperity station
(approximately 0.38 miles of new line)

2. PNM’s application and supporting documents are accessible online on PNM’s

website, https:// www.pnm.com/regulatory and at the Commission’s €360 case management system

https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home under Docket Number 26-

0000041.

3. On March 3, 2026, the Commission issued its Order Appointing Co-Hearing
Examiners to take all action necessary and convenient within the limits of the Co-Hearing
Examiners’ authority, to conduct any necessary hearings, and to take any other action in this case
that is consistent with law, including issuing a recommended decision.

4. On March 3, 2026, the Co-Hearing Examiners issued an Order Setting Prehearing
Conference that set a prehearing conference for March 11, 2026, at 9 a.m. Representatives from
PNM, Commission Staff, Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Utility Authority, Bernalillo
County, and New Mexico Affordable Reliable Energy Alliance attended the prehearing conference.
Among other items addressed during the prehearing conference, the procedural schedule was
discussed. Accordingly, the Co-Hearing Examiners find the following procedural dates and

requirements should be adopted in this proceeding.
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IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

A. On or before March 19, 2026, PNM shall cause, at its sole expense, the Notice
attached to this order, to be published once in the Albuquerque Journal. On or before March 19,
2026, PNM shall also mail the Notice to all affected property owners and, if applicable, to the
person in actual occupancy of the property. On or before March19, 2026, PNM shall also mail the
Notice to the 29 Tribes to which PNM previously issued formal written notifications.! PNM shall
also post to a prominent space on its website copies of the Notice, the Application, and the
supporting pre-filed direct testimony, exhibits, and related papers on or before March 19, 2026.
PNM shall ensure that an affidavit confirming such publication, posting, and mailing is promptly
filed in this docket.

B. The Notice will also be posted on the Commission’s Legal Notices section of the

Commission’s website https://www.prc.nm.gov/nmprc-legal-notices/.

C. Anyone desiring to become a party (“intervenor”) to this case must file a motion
for leave to intervene in conformity with the Commission’s Rules of Procedure 1.2.2.23(A) and
1.2.2.23(B) NMAC on or before April 17, 2026. All motions for leave to intervene shall be served
on all existing parties and other proposed intervenors of record.

D. Any protest of PNM’s Application shall be filed on or before May 18, 2026. Any
filed protest shall contain the following:

1. Explicit identification of whether the party is protesting PNM’s request for a CCN,
PNM’s request for authorization of the associated right of way width, or both.

2. A brief statement of the basis of the party’s protest.

! See Application (February 26, 2026), Direct Testimony of Cathy Newby at 3.
-3-
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3. Inexplicitly identifying the nature of the filed protest, the filer shall clearly identify
the elements of the application for CCN, and/or the elements of the request for
authorization of ROW width of 150 feet, upon which the protest is being based and
provide citations to the portions of PNM’s Application and/or testimony in which
the protested element is contained.

4. The protest may be presented either in the form of expert testimony, or a statement
of protest by the party which meets the above requirements.

E. If a protest to PNM’s request for authorization of a ROW width of 150 feet is timely
filed, or if the Co-Hearing Examiners independently determine a need for a public hearing
regarding PNM’s request for authorization of a ROW width of 150 feet, then the Co-Hearing
Examiners will subsequently file into the docket a supplemental procedural order establishing a
procedural schedule to address the ROW issues exclusively on an expedited timeline that complies
with the timing requirements of NMSA 1978, § 62-9-3.2(F) (2001), and that will run concurrently
with the dates set forth in this Procedural Order.

F. The following procedural dates and requirements are adopted upon the issuance of
this Procedural Order and shall be supplemented, as described in paragraph E, if necessary:

1. Staff shall and any intervenors may file direct testimony by July 29, 2026.

2. With respect to PNM’s direct and intervenor testimony, any motions in limine,
motions to strike testimony, and other prehearing motions shall be filed on or before
August 5, 2026. Responses to such motions shall be filed on or before August 10,
2026.

3. Any rebuttal testimony shall be filed on or before August 12, 2026.
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4. With respect to rebuttal testimony, any motions in [imine, motions to strike
testimony, and other prehearing motions shall be filed on or before August 17, 2026.
Responses to such motions shall be filed on or before August 20, 2026.

5. Discovery matters and disputes shall be governed by the Commission’s discovery
rules at 1.2.2.25 NMAC. Agreements between or among any of the participants
regarding discovery matters is encouraged. All other participants shall be notified
of such agreements. The parties shall raise any disputes, questions, or concerns
regarding discovery with the hearing examiners at the earliest available opportunity
so that all such issues may be considered well in advance of the hearing. Motions
regarding discovery disputes will not be considered unless accompanied by a
statement that the participants made a good faith effort to resolve the dispute but
were unable to do so.

6. A public hearing shall be held commencing at 9:00 a.m. on August 26, 2026, via
the Zoom video-conferencing platform. The purpose of the hearing will be to
receive testimony, exhibits, arguments, and any other appropriate matters relevant
to this proceeding necessary to determine whether PNM’s application should be
granted. The hearing may be vacated if deemed unnecessary. See 17.1.2.8(C)(3)
NMAC. In the event the hearing is canceled, the Commission will pass judgment
on PNM’s application at an open meeting where public comment is permitted.

7. People who are not affiliated with a party may make oral or written comment as
allowed by Rule 1.2.2.23(F) NMAC. Written comments must refer to Docket
Number 26-0000041 and be submitted before the Commission makes a final

decision. Written comments should be submitted online through the €360 filing

-5-
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portal https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home. Comments

can also be sent via US mail to PRC Records P.O. Box 1269, Santa Fe, NM 87504.
8. Alternatively, oral public comments are also welcome during Commission open

meetings. The open meeting schedule can be found at www.prc.nm.gov/nmprc-

open-meeting-agenda/. Email public.comment@prc.nm.gov or call (505) 490-7910

to sign up to comment online or by phone at an open meeting. If the Commission
determines a separate hearing should be set for oral comments for this matter, the
date, time, and location will be announced on the Commission’s website,

https://www.prc.nm.gov/.

9. Since the evidentiary hearing will be conducted via Zoom, parties and Staff will be
required to electronically distribute the exhibits they intend to offer for admission
into evidence at the hearing in advance of the hearing. That electronic distribution
shall provide the documents to all parties, the hearing examiners, and the court
reporter. The requirements for those and any other necessary submissions shall be
set forth in a subsequent order issued by the hearing examiners.>

10. Anyone filing prepared testimony consistent with 1.2.2.35(I) NMAC on behalf of
a party shall attend the hearing and submit to examination under oath and shall
appear via the Zoom video feed. All pre-filed testimonies of a witness shall be
moved into evidence when the witness is first presented. Unless otherwise ordered
or approved by the Co-Hearing Examiners, only pre-filed testimony in question-

and-answer form and verified by the witness — and examination of witnesses on

2 Parties will be required to utilize Dropbox to upload and download documents. See
https://www.dropbox.com. All parties should familiarize themselves with use of that file-sharing application.

-6-
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such pre-filed testimony — shall be accepted, considered, and received in evidence
along with other relevant and otherwise admissible exhibits. Oral testimony elicited
by a party or Staff presenting a witness (except for appropriate redirect
examination) shall consist solely of the authentication and verification of each pre-
filed testimony and identifications of any permitted corrections to that testimony.
The party or Staff shall not elicit oral summaries of pre-filed testimony or other oral
testimony.
G. The procedural dates and requirements provided here are subject to further order of
the Co-Hearing Examiners or the Commission.
H. The Commission’s Rules of Procedure, 1.2.2.1 NMAC et seq., shall apply in this
case except as modified by order of the Co-Hearing Examiners or Commission. The rules of
procedure and other PRC rules are available online at the New Mexico Compilation Commission

at https://www.srca.nm.gov/nmac-home/nmac-titles/.

L. Anyone filing pleadings, documents, or testimony shall comply with the

Commission’s current filing policy.

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WHO, IN ORDER TO ATTEND OR PARTICIPATE IN THE
HEARING, REQUIRE A READER, AMPLIFIER, QUALIFIED SIGN LANGUAGE
INTERPRETER, OR ANY OTHER FORM OF AUXILIARY AID OR SERVICE OR OTHER
TYPE OF ACCESSIBLE FORMAT OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, MUST CONTACT THE
DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES OF THE COMMISSION AT (505) 827-8019
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE PRIOR TO THE HEARING.
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ISSUED under the seal of the Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico, this 12th day of
March 2026.

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

| i N

Jocelyn Barrett
Co-Hearing Examiner

W Wr

Keven Gedko
Co-Hearing Examiner
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NOTICE TO PNM CUSTOMERS

Public Service Company of New Mexico (“PNM”) filed an application with the Public
Regulation Commission under Docket Number 26-0000041, requesting issuance of a
Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (“CCN”) to construct, own and operate
three new segments of transmission line connecting the Rio Puerco to Pajarito to Prosperity
345 kV stations in the Albuquerque area and to expand and upgrade the related station
facilities (the “Project”). PNM’s Application also requests that the Commission authorize a
right-of-way (“ROW?”) width of 150 feet, greater than 100 feet, for the Project. PNM is
requesting the Commission issue a final order approving the CCN and right of way within six
months of filing, but in any case, no later than within nine months of filing. The Project

consists of the following:

e Construction of approximately 35 miles of new 345 kV transmission line connecting
PNM’s Rio Puerco (which is northwest of Rio Rancho) and Pajarito (which is
southwest Albuquerque) 345 kV stations

e Expansion of the Rio Puerco and Pajarito 345 kV stations to accommodate the new
345 kV transmission line terminations

e Within the existing Prosperity station boundaries, constructing a 345 kV station with
a four-breaker ring configuration (expandable to breaker-and-a-half), which will
include 345/115 kV transformation

e Anapproximately 0.47-mile transmission line extension linking an existing 345 kV line
from Pajarito to the new Prosperity 345 kV station

e Connection of the existing 345 kV Pajarito-Sandia line into the Prosperity station
(approximately 0.38 miles of new line)

PNM'’s application and supporting documents are accessible online on PNM’s website,

https://www.pnm.com/regulatory and at the Commission’s e360 case management system
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https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home under Docket Number 26-

0000041.

NO ACTION IS REQUIRED ON YOUR PART UNLESS YOU WANT TO BECOME
A PARTY OR COMMENT ON THE APPLICATION

The major events for public participation in this matter will occur as follows:

» Deadline to file motions to intervene to become a party: April 17, 2026

» Deadline to file protests: May 18, 2026

= The protest deadline is applicable to both the application for the CCN,
and the request for authorization of the right of way width of 150 feet.
Any filed protest must clearly identify whether the protestis applicable
to the CCN application, the Right of Way Width Authorization, or both.
Please see the Procedural Order, available at
https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home, for
more detail on requirements for a filed protest.

» Deadline to file intervenors’ direct testimony: July 29, 2026
» Deadline to file rebuttal testimony: August 12, 2026

» Public Evidentiary Hearing: August 26, 2026

= PLEASE NOTE: If a protest is filed regarding the Right of Way Width
Authorization, then additional deadlines will be established that are
specific to that Authorization, including testimony and public hearing
deadlines. Please monitor the case for updates at:
https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home.

PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing to hear and receive testimony, exhibits, and legal arguments is set for
August 26, 2026, commencing at 9 a.m. The hearing will be conducted online and can be
viewed via livestream on the Commission’s YouTube channel and its website,
https://www.prc.nm.gov/public-hearings/. Please contact the Commission for

confirmation of the hearing because hearings are occasionally cancelled or rescheduled.
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PUBLIC COMMENT

People who are not associated with a party to this case may make written or oral comment
as allowed by Rule 1.2.2.23(F) NMAC. Written comments must refer to Docket Number 26-
0000041 and be submitted before the Commission makes a final decision. Written
comments should be submitted online through the €360 filing portal provided below.
Comments can also be sent via US mail to PRC Records P.O. Box 1269, Santa Fe, NM 87504.

Alternatively, oral public comment is also welcome during Commission open meetings. The
open meeting schedule can be found at www.prc.nm.gov/nmprc-open-meeting-agenda/.
Email public.comment@prc.nm.gov or call (505) 490-7910 to sign up to comment online or
by phone at an open meeting. If the Commission determines a separate hearing should be
set for oral comments for this matter, the date, time, and location will be announced on the

Commission’s website, https://www.prc.nm.gov/.

Instructions to submit written public comment online, to file pleadings and other
documents, and to search Commission dockets are found at
https://e360.prc.nm.gov/portal/public/#/public/nm-prc/en/home. All filings subject to
deadlines must be submitted within regular business hours of the due date to be considered

timely filed.

TO BECOME A PARTY

If you wish to appear in this case as a party, you must file a motion for leave to intervene,
pursuantto 1.2.2.23 NMAC, on or before April 17, 2026. Intervenors must become familiar
with the rules regarding practicing before the Commission and all other applicable rules.

The Commission’s Rules of Procedure 1.2.2 NMAC apply except as modified by order of the
Commission or hearing examiners. These and other rules are available online at
https://srca.nm.gov/nmac-home/nmac-titles/.

THE DEADLINES GIVEN ABOVE ARE NOT ALL THE DEADLINES SET FORTH IN THIS
MATTER, AND PARTIES AND POTENTIAL INTERVENORS ARE ADVISED TO READ
THE COMPLETE PROCEDURAL ORDER ISSUED ON March 12, 2026, FOUND ON
THE €360 CASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM.

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES WHO, IN ORDER TO ATTEND OR PARTICIPATE IN
THE HEARING, REQUIRE A READER, AMPLIFIER, QUALIFIED SIGN LANGUAGE
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INTERPRETER, OR ANY OTHER FORM OF AUXILIARY AID OR SERVICE OR
OTHER TYPE OF ACCESSIBLE FORMAT OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS, MUST
CONTACT THE DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES OF THE
COMMISSION AT (505) 827-8019 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE PRIOR TO THE
HEARING.

Any person who desires more information about this case may contact
the Commission by phone at (505) 827-4084 or 1-888-427-5772 or by email
at Ryan.Jimenez@prc.nm.gov.
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO,
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Applicant.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on this date I sent via email a true and correct copy of the Procedural Order to

parties and potential parties listed below.

ABCWUA

Christopher Melendez cmelendrez@abcwua.org;
Dahl Harris dahlharris@hotmail.com;
Keith Herrmann kherrmann@stelznerlaw.com;
L. Erica Flores eflores@stelznerlaw.com;
Nann M. Winter nwinter@stelznerlaw.com;
BERNALILLO COUNTY

Bernie Vigil bvigil@bernco.gov;

Matt Dunne Mateo@transformconsulting.com;
Marah deMeule mdemeule@bernco.gov;
Maureen Reno mreno(@reno-energy.com;
Natalia Sanchez Downey ndowney@bernco.gov;
Valerie Joe vjoe(@bernco.gov;

W. Ken Martinez Kenmartinez@bernco.gov;
CITY OF ALBUQUERQUE

Brent Chapman bchapman@cabq.gov;

Bryan Rowland browland@cabg.gov;
Jennifer Lucero jenniferlucero@cabgq.gov;
Larry Blank Ib@tahoeconomics.com;
CCAE

Cara Lynch Lynch.Cara. NM@gmail.com;
Caitlin Evans Evans.ccae@gmail.com;
Charles de Saillan desaillan.ccae@gmail.com;
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Don Hancock

sricdon(@earthlink.net;

Ramona Blaber

Ramona.blaber@sierraclub.org;

COALITION FOR COMMUNITY
SOLAR ACCESS (CCSA)

Kevin Cray

kevin@communitysolaraccess.org;

Nick Bowman

nick@communitysolaraccess.org;

Stephanie Dzur

Stephanie@Dzur-Law.com;

ECOMAXSOLAR

Brian Harris

brianhattorney(@gmail.com;

Rocky Baccus rockybacchus@gmail.com;
KROGER
Jody Kyler Cohn jkylercohn@BKLlawfirm.com;

McKenzie St. Denis

mckenzie@legalsolutionsofnm.com;

Justin Bieber

jbieber@energystrat.com;

Kurt J. Boehm kboehm@bkllawfirm.com;
NEE
Christopher Sandberg cksandberg@mac.com,;

Mariel Nanasi

mnanasi@newenergyeconomy.org;

Stephanie Dzur

Stephanie@dzur-law.com;

NMDOJ

Andrea Crane

ctcolumbia@aol.com;

Doug Gegax

dgegax(@nmsu.edu;

Evan Crocker

Ecrocker@nmdoj.gov;

Maria Oropeza

MOropeza@nmdoj.gov;

Nicole Teupell

NTeupell@nmdoj.gov;

NM AREA

Brian Andrews

bandrews(@consultbai.com;

James R. Dauphinais

jdauphinais@consultbai.com;

Joseph Yar joseph@velardeyar.com;
office@thegouldlawfirm.com;
Kelly Gould kelly@thegouldlawfirm.com;
Peter J. Gould peter@thegouldlawfirm.com;
Shawna Tillberg shawna@velardeyar.com;
OTHER
Dennis K. Wallin wallin@spencelawyers.com;
Amy Winn winn@spencelawyers.com;
Bill King billkingranch@gmail.com;
ONWARD ENERGY HOLDINGS, LLC
Jeffery Spurgeon Jeffrey.spurgeon@onwardenergy.com;
Joesph Yar joseph@velardeyar.com;
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Ryan Keefe ryan.keefe(@onwardenergy.com;
Shawna Tillberg shawna@velardeyar.com;

PRC ADVOCACY STAFF

Nicholas Rossi nicholas.rossi@prc.nm.gov;
Orland Whitney orland.whitney@prc.nm.gov;
Jack Sidler Jack.Sidler@prc.nm.gov;

Agata Malek agata.malek@prc.nm.gov;

Bryce Zedalis bryce.zedalis1@prc.nm.gov;
Christopher Dunn Christopher.Dunn@prc.nm.gov;
Daren Zigich daren.zigich@prc.nm.gov;

Ed Rilkoff ed.rilkoff@prc.nm.gov;

Edison Jimenez

Edison.Jimenez@prc.nm.gov;

Elisha Leyba-Tercero

Elisha.leyba-tercero@prc.nm.gov;

Elizabeth Ramirez

Elizabeth.Ramirez@prc.nm.gov;

Gabriella Dasheno gabriella.dasheno@prc.nm.gov;
Jonah Mauldin Jonah.Mauldin@prc.nm.gov;
Judith Amer Judith.amer@prc.nm.gov;
Marc Tupler Marc.tupler@prc.nm.gov;

Naomi Velasquez

naomi.velasquezl @prc.nm.gov;

Peggy Martinez-Rael

Peggy.Martinez-Rael@prc.nm.gov;

PNM

Christopher Atencio christopher.atencio@txnmenergy.com;
Debrea Terwilliger dterwilliger@wbklaw.com,;

John Verheul john.verheul@txnmenergy.com;

Kyle Sanders

Kyle.sanders@txnmenergy.com;

Laura Maestas

Laura.maestas@pnm.com;

Lisa Contreras

Lisa.Contreras@pnm.com,;

PNM Regulatory pnmregulatory@pnm.com,;

Raymond L. Gifford rgifford@wbklaw.com;

Rick Alvidrez ralvidrez@mstlaw.com;

Stacey Goodwin, Esq. stacey.goodwin@txnmenergy.com;
REIA

Adam Harper adamh(@oesolar.com;

Debra Doll oceanblu62(@gmail.com;

Dylan Connelly Dylan.connelly@affordable-solar.com;

Jim DesJardins

Jimdesjardins1 @gmail.com;

WALMART

Julie A. Clark

jelark@clarkenergylaw.com;

Steve W. Chriss

Stephen.chriss@walmart.com;
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Jaime McGovern Jaime.McGovern@walmart.com,;
WRA
Cydney Beadles Cydney.Beadles@westernresources.org;
Caitlin Evans caitlin.evans@westernresources.org;
PRC General Counsel
Alejandro Rettig y Martinez Alejandro.martinez@prc.nm.gov;
Russell Fisk Russell.Fisk@prc.nm.gov;
Scott Cameron Scott.cameron@prc.nm.gov;
Hearing Examiner Division
Ana Kippenbrock Ana.kippenbrock@prc.nm.gov;
Keven Gedko Keven.Gedko@prc.nm.gov;
Jocelyn Barrett Jocelyn.Barrett@prc.nm.gov;

Dated this March 12, 2026.

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

/S/ Ana Kippenbrock — electronically signed
Paralegal
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