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BEFORE THE NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE )
COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO’S APPLICATION )
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC )
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO )
CONSTRUCT, OWN AND OPERATE THE RIO ) Docket No. 26-0000041
PUERCO TO PAJARITO TO PROSPERITY 345 KV )
TRANSMISSION PROJECT )
)
)

PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW MEXICO,
APPLICANT

ORDER VACATING HEARING ON ABCWUA'’S PROTEST

THIS MATTER comes before the Hearing Examiners upon Albuquerque Bernalillo
County Water Utility Authority’s (“ABCWUA”) Notice of Satisfaction of Protest of Right-of-
Way, filed in this docket on June 16, 2026.

The Hearing Examiners FIND and CONCLUDE as follows:

1. On February 26, 2026, Public Service Company of New Mexico (“PNM”) filed
its Application requesting 1) approval of a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity
(“CCN”) to construct, own and operate three new segments of transmission line connecting
the Rio Puerco to Pajarito to Prosperity 345 kV stations in the Albuquerque area and to expand
and upgrade the related station facilities (the “Project”); and 2) authorization of a right-of-way
(“ROW?”) width of 150 feet.

2. A Procedural Order was issued on March 12, 2026. The Order established
several deadlines for the development of this matter, including one for filing protests to the
Application on or before May 18, 2026. Potential protestors were there required to identify

whether their protests related to the CCN, the ROW width, or both.
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3. On May 18, 2026, ABCWUA filed a Notice of Protest, asserting that the
proposed transmission route crosses property associated with its Soil Amendment Facility
(“SAF”) and contending that the proposed alignment is incompatible with the SAF’s operation
and permitted use.! ABCWUA further stated that the alleged incompatibility between the
proposed transmission route and the SAF affects both the requested ROW and the requested
CCN.? The protest requested a formal hearing on the merits of both of these elements of the
Application.

4. On May 27, 2026, the Hearing Examiners issued an Order Requiring
Clarification of ABCWUA'’s Notice of Protest, as it was unclear from the language of the
Notice whether or if the Notice specifically implicated NMSA 1978, Section 62-9-3.2,
necessitating a separate and expedited procedural schedule to address those issues within the
statutory six-month period. On June 1, 2026, ABCWUA responded to the Order indicating that
Section 62-9-3.2 is implicated in their alleged issues.

5. On June 1, 2026, the Hearing Examiners issued a Supplemental Procedural
Order, setting a public hearing for July 1, 2026, on matters specifically relevant to the requested
ROW width, as well as associated deadlines for direct and rebuttal testimony on the matter.

6. On June 16, 2026, ABCWUA filed a Notice of Satisfaction of Protest of Right-
of-Way, stating that “after receiving discovery and responses and meeting and conferring with

[PNM], the outstanding questions ABCWUA had regarding the impact of the 150’ [ROW] and

'TABCWUA’s] Notice of Protest (May 18, 2026) at 1.

2 Id. at 2, “PNM’s proposed ROW is incompatible with ABCWUA’s permitted use of the SAF and the route
defect carriers over into the CCN, ABCWUA respectfully notifies the Hearing Examiner of its protest to PNM’s
Application for both an ROW and CCN.”
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ABCWUA facilities have been addressed and satisfied.”

7. On June 17, 2026, Commission Utility Division Staff filed the Prepared Direct
Testimony of Jack D. Sidler, in which Mr. Sidler assesses PNM’s application for a ROW width
of 150°, and concludes: “Staff finds that PNM has provided sufficient and proper evidence to
demonstrate that a maximum ROW width of 150 feet for this 345 kV transmission line is
necessary and appropriate. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission grant PNM the
requested determination that a ROW width of 150 feet is appropriate pursuant to NMSA 1978,
§ 62-9-3.2 for this 345 kV transmission line.”*

8. The Hearing Examiners, having reviewed and considered the above, and
pursuant to 17.1.2.8(C)(2) NMAC, find that the hearing on ABCWUA’s protest to the ROW
width is no longer necessary and it should be vacated, along with the associated request for
testimony included in the June 1, 2026 Supplemental Procedural Order.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED:

A. For good cause shown, the public hearing on the protest to PNM’s Right-of-Way
width set for July 1, 2026, is VACATED, along with the Hearing Examiners’ request for direct
and rebuttal testimony as indicated in the June 1, 2026 Supplemental Procedural Order. The
remainder of the March 12, 2026 Procedural Order remains in effect.

B. For consideration of PNM’s Application for Authorization of ROW Width of
150 feet, the following testimonies are hereby ADMITTED and accepted in evidence of

record in this matter: Direct Testimony of Adam J. Alvarez, Direct Testimony of Erfan

3 Notice of Satisfaction of Protest of Right-of-Way (June 16, 2026) at 1.
4 Prepared Direct Testimony of Jack D. Sidler (June 17, 2026) at 3:18-23.

_3-
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Hakimian, Direct Testimony of Julia L. Munoz, Direct Testimony of Adam McClellan, Direct
Testimony of Cathy Newby, Direct Testimony of Leslie Watson, and Prepared Direct
Testimony of Jack D. Sidler.

ISSUED under the seal of the Commission at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on June 18, 2026.

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

-

Jocelyn Barrett
Chief Hearing Examiner
Jocelyn.Barrett@prc.nm.gov

bt b

Keven Gedko
Hearing Examiner
Keven Gedko/@prcnm cov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that on this date I sent via email a true and correct copy of the Order Vacating

Hearing on ABCWUA'’s Protest to parties and potential parties listed below.

PNM

Christopher Atencio

christopher.atencio@txnmenergy.com;

Debrea Terwilliger

dterwilliger@wbklaw.com;

John Verheul

john.verheul@txnmenergy.com;

Kyle Sanders

kyle.sanders@txnmenergy.com;

Laura Maestas

laura.maestas@pnm.com;

Lisa Contreras

lisa.Contreras@pnm.com;

PNM Regulatory pnmregulatory(@pnm.com;
Raymond L. Gifford rgifford@wbklaw.com;
Rick Alvidrez ralvidrez@mstlaw.com;

Stacey Goodwin

stacey.goodwin@txnmenergy.com;

Adam Alvarez

Adam.Alvarez@pnm.com;

ABCWUA

Nann M. Winter

nwinter@stelznerlaw.com;

Keith Herrmann

kherrmann@stelznerlaw.com;

Alex Cannady

acannady(@stelznerlaw.com;

L. Erica Flores

eflores@stelznerlaw.com;

Christopher P. Melendez

cmelendrez@abcwua.org;

INTERWEST ENERGY ALLIANCE

Joan E. Drake jdrake@modrall.com;
Chris Leger chris@jinterwest.org;

Remy Franklin remy(@interwest.org;

NEW MEXICO AREA

Peter J. Gould

peter@thegouldlawfirm.com;
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Kelly Gould kelly@thegouldlawfirm.com;
PRC ADVOCACY STAFF
Nicholas Rossi nicholas.rossi@prc.nm.gov;
John Bogatko John.bogatko@prc.nm.gov;
Jack Sidler Jack.Sidler@prc.nm.gov;
Orland Whitney orland.whitney@prc.nm.gov;
Christopher Dunn Christopher.Dunn@prc.nm.gov;
Jonah Mauldin Jonah.Mauldin@prc.nm.gov;
Ed Rilkoff ed.rilkoff@prc.nm.gov;

Elisha Leyba-Tercero

Elisha.leyba-tercero@prc.nm.gov;

Elizabeth Ramirez

Elizabeth.Ramirez@prc.nm.gov;

Gabriella Dasheno gabriella.dasheno@prc.nm.gov;
Peggy Martinez-Rael Peggy.Martinez-Rael@prc.nm.gov;
PRC General Counsel

Russell Fisk Russell.Fisk@prc.nm.gov;
Hearing Examiner Division

Keven Gedko Keven.Gedko@prc.nm.gov;

Jocelyn Barrett

Jocelyn.Barrett@prc.nm.gov;

Ana Kippenbrock, Paralegal

Ana.kippenbrock@prc.nm.gov;

Dated on June 18, 2026.

NEW MEXICO PUBLIC REGULATION COMMISSION

/S/ Ana Kippenbrock — electronically signed

Paralegal
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